
W :f INEXPENSIVE VACATIONS.

, OBEAF OVTIXOB THAT XKAH
HHEB'1 fe BKALTtt AXI 1'V.V.

HHHH .: f 1 t la Heggectltvas u4 Eatlasate for s
BSBmrnVSMs!L i. . ttr Week the TTheel or la Caae-e-

HKmB- - - ' 'ft HeeVa aa Attractive Cemfctaatloa Flam.

IHH L J & Wkltt er you going for jour vacation Thl
ammmvavH ""' m 'Ik Utlwquesrtlonthat.verytnenrsnowasklng.both

LmmmmHcmH S of other men and of himself. It I a relations
i fcV

BHmmmmmvmfl - ! S I question too, and on that has anywhr from a
(Hvammmmvfl '' fit' dosen to a hundred answers, for one always ha
LammmmmmH'' ' j M more vacation plans than would fit In If every

'
Z 'It' day of the jeer were a holiday. ThU ii parttcn

HHJ ' s jr larly true of the man who haa onljr,a week'
LB-- : ?' 5 Wave of absence. Anybody can do thflffc with

HHBl 4 I1 month't vacation. On can ft :o EngH $ Li roD ln lh1 time, or to Canada
B i1 J thepMlflacoat,oronecanloefand gouowher.
B '. t '" Pr,lcul'Lr when heUso rich In leltureaa to

R hare four long weeks, ami perhap that It the
L boat way of all. Dut the unfortunate who can

mBBmBB J" f only get one week which at every oue knows Is

J , j , i really much shorter than of four
l, I I ' weeke-w- hat U he going to dot Add to thli
J i- - , X-- problem another bothersome factor by nppo- -

H jr jfj Ing that the being In question finds Itneeee
M jTj eary to regulaU hi onllng with a careful regard

C, ' ? eramped financial condition, and It becomes
avAYAaVAl' f' ' tk tangled mesh to unweave.

' ': f,' W Yet, If the hypothesis be allowed that th man
HmmmmmUl '! ' " men( ' transporting himself, suoh aa a

H ' fj P bloycl or canoe, or even If he Iswllllng to ua
HlH ( K hl legs for that purpose, large possibilities openiiiiH J' y out to him, and no correspondingly slsnble billH, of axpensM loom up like a dragon between theiiiiH '. k vacationist and his vacation. Within a com

MmmmmmmmK It. h' parmttvely small radios around this city there
MmmmmmmmT 8 ' ' Is a diversity of country and scenery suoh a ia

B , k ft to be found about no other city of the oontluent.
HHB V W The problem I J to And It out, get to It at the

H (c
' emaliest expense, and derive from It the most

H i enjoyment at a reaaonable outlay. Suppose a
H i man to have a bicycle, 120 In caah to spend, a
H week's tear of absence, and plenty of energy.

) '' There la material for a line weuk'a vacation.
H fe Tor miles around New York city. In almost

MH jr: y direction, the roads are hard and good. A
H ( delightful bicycle trip Is along the east shore of

9 p-- the Iludson, up to Albany, and If desired the
B , trip may be extended from there, followingHlH C the New York Central road up through tlio

' f K Mohawk Valley, New Jersey, too. Is a famous
H l country for cycler, and If one Is content to for- -

H sake the much-wheele- d roads and risk harder
M ' travelling In the bypaths that lead to quaint
H little back settlements, he may be rewarded by

rery beautiful and picturesque scenery. Long
I I Island, If somowhat less diversified, offers good

roads and flrst-clas- a hotel accommodations;
H1. U while those whose energy Is capable of tilth.
H l standing the strain of up and down work will
B ' And much to rejoloe In In the hill and lakecoun- -

H , . f try of Connecticut.
H t Now, as to the expense of a week's travel on a

BBLaH ' wheel. Of course the chief, and Indeed only
'1H I considerable, expense la In eating ami slesplng.

HjH, I The Jersey cycler will find 9'i a day a fair
8 average, aa the country abounds with good
I road honsos and small hotels at which the

J I oharg for break fast, dinner, supper, or lodging
' 1 half a dollar. If the wheelman chnose to

J, ' B carry a little fishing tackle with him, he can
Jv I eften catch his own luncheon outof the streams

H I ",' which are numerous all over New Jersey, and,
H I by baying bread and a little salt and pepper,

BBBBBbJ I save expensos on his midday meal. Allowing $5
J 1 'V. forth Incidentals of the week's travel, we have,

j I - t total expenses of such a trip. $10. The
J I trip can be made rather more cheaply In Con- -
J I 'V neotlcut. where one finds farmhouses Instead of

hotels, and through the months of July and
BjgSBIBj August the traveller ran save expense and In- -Ll ereaao his comfort by sleeping out of doors

foiled up In a blanket. In New Jersey or Long
the mosquitoes discourage this sort of

BfgSBBB I camping out. The trip up the Hudson Is equally
L cheap If one know what places tu stop at, but

I f Img Island tosts more on account of the more
( A pretentious hotels. On the other hand. It offers

jfSBjfV I. ,; lha advantatr of ea bathing. Even here, how
I ' ' aver, the cyclist may keep his expeusca for the

( - j . week within (.10, and lire as well as any one
I expects to live at a summer place.
I ' ft Homewhat mure expensive Is canning, un- -

r y lees one choose to carry hi own cooking
' & appurtenances with him. This, however,

l ,. , aearoely pays In the long rnn. for the canolat' will want all his time for travel, and will
i, 1 aoarcely care to spend a portion of each day ln8888' S lnaklnga fire and cooking his meals. So pupu

'.' Sf Jar has this sport become lately that there are
. .' m unt few streams and rivers within a radius of
v r S Ofty mile that are not well known to every

., $. canoe clnb ln this vicinity. The Shrewsbury
' 2 - IUver, with Its branching tributaries, the Harti ' tan, the upper waters of the Uackensack. theI , s hr Delaware, the Harlem, the Iratrhea countyI ' , m creeks, with queer names, that flow Into theI ; '' 5 Uousatonto. Rondout Creek, aud other lutlnxes

' to the Hudson; all these am
:', ' sround, and tho ranolst who would find waters

f, h to be explored must go farther afield.
i1' ' f b A very charming canoo trip Is down the MoH, , F hawk Illver. and It Is a course not tery muchHHW; U f i travelled. The wise ennotst will have his frail

J s Si K DKrk transported by train up to a starting place
',' K ft W, on one of the tributary streams. A good launch

fA s, & it log place Is on the Ortskany Creek not far from
'. 9 the town of Hamilton. Starting there the

i E V traveller I swept by a rapid current down
,7. '? S W through a valley of diversified woodland and

888H- - s p. meadow. Hmall, deep ponds, where pike andH'1, , V r perch II. will tempt him from his course, or he
! r may. as he float, cast from his canoe with
, f I, a good chance of getting a rise fromiHlB'r : the black bass which abound. Here and

H i C i, there he will need to steer care- -
H'O I' fully, and In places to disembark and "carry"
HiY,C ,i V, around a dam or a ahallnw rapid, but for the

pr, i! ' faost part his oourso will be between grassyu V ' W banks, shadeil with willow: past peaceful little
H , r t a TlHaaos, even more restful than the open coun

I w try; below wooded hills, sloping down to broad
IV' pasture or long stretches of moorland such as

,' 1 Is found rarely In this ennntry ; through the
&.. r 2 W, verr midst of a deserted village, with the ruinsi J of Its houses turned Into bowers of beauty by

f'' 5 P tbe climbing wild roses: under a
R? v urtdge: through a stretch of dancing, laughing

Kli ' , ahallnws, and then out Into the Mohawk RiverKl ' K at Utlca. from there down the canolat may
bIbIbKk (

- fV "' paddle or drift as he chooses; or. If beKI' A nave sails, be will find plenty of opportunity
V ft i for their use. Ills course Is through

flBafj K W Uany busy manufacturing towns, between
BE;- - i which rich farm land stretches out. Many

BBBfl.. 11 a beautiful creek will lead htm away from the
'tr i ' Iff broader water path through woods and thlcketa
T" , ?'fl M if .untu Insl'y a barring waterfall tinkles with

R & laughter at Ills discomfiture. TheMohawk inayLit w , be travelled In a few days, or the paddler may,
BHI ' .t5, V If he be filled with a spirit of mingled Idleness

H - i 1 ' IP aV " desire for exploring watery byways spend
J , . , j5i a fortnight on his trip from the upper OrlskanyJf ' Creek to Albany, There he may either come

VgwSff J down the Hudson nr return by train.
V ; J One mar make this trip with the greatest

LV; i 'Si comfort at a moderate expense. Reckoning on
S A Wi abasUof a week's travel, th chedule of ex
( k JK ' pens should be about a follows:

BJH 1 - Z Pare to HamJUou ... ts 00
JMJMJft ) I 3 Traasportailun of canoe. 6 00
VaYV'u PM'V It v Loitg tag aaa taeais at 60 cents each fgr mvso

V fl V '.. ays . 14 00
BM ( I C 4.-- t'n reo Albany . a lorl 9 ifi Traaiportalloa ol caaoe. 3 00BjtKrs If f, M.. taeldantala ... ,....,..,, 6 00

Vv- - n I & rott ,M ,0
j'r TM I l:j ThU 1 reckoning on the traveller taking all
J .'" u2 his meal at hotel and lodging at a hotel every
J x i S? night. By aleeptng uuder his canoe and prepar

t - t7 ' ' his own lunrbeon. aa most canoUu prefer
- (, 1 UaV to do, he would decrease thl outlay by M or Id,

VH H ! Bat andlfheohose to contluue hi trip down the
K ; fat Hudson tliat would knock off a few dollars. A

Rln I IJE, aomewhat cheaper trip would be through the
J, fm I JK , streams and pouds In northern Connecticut In

, M J IE.' therrglonof Mononscopomusl'oud.TwInlgkkrs,
I fm I .' and Mudge Pond, The Montezuma marshes,

H tm m "vaV t offer a good ranolng ground, and a very
II HrV beautiful trip In trom the lutet of Ow.

Hi' .11" Wit " lke lu Cayuga county down throughft 1L Jl 3 the ouUet to a little river which leads to the
EVc Ht Clyde Iltver, and thence by branch streams to

'. BJv IU Benecaljike. In all these trips the chief Item
mi p J of expense Is the railway fare and trausiurtaP't fj & Hon of the cauoe. 11 a pleasing fiction of theB ,& M B railroad companies, by which a certain weight
I HF . SIB1' per cubic foit is assigned to any article carried,
, Hl HK a canoe Is made to weigh a fsw thousand pounds,

Si- - Kn fnt Its owner para accordtnglr. Ialngoace
: a W ''"'led your craft and yourself In the desired

J1 at waters, you have finished the most expensive
ate;, V part of your Journey, It Is hardly ueceaury to

L. J'i W remark In kouclusloii that It is more desirable tu
". IL ft canne down atream than up stream.' 1 Happy Is the man who (Ikes to fish. For him

jV, M It vacauon holds out glorious possibilities at aK W m small expense. Ho is even superior to weather,
i for fish will bite In a rainstorm as well a at any

BE ( m other time. It once happened to the writer toE fl ', K be on of a party who took a most delightful
K. fmj i 1 week' fishing trlpatanrxpenwthatwasalmost

fflC" F ridiculous. To be sure tho expense vtaartduoed
U. V by the fort that eacitday'a catch waa far more

Bf JflK I' tuansuftlclenttosupplyiUhfurthewnolepsrty.
jBK JMUv and. If the truth must be told, the cornfields ofjV? SHm I "slghborlng farmers furulsbed ou staple rege

FL HiEi. ! table gratia. The party surted lu August, seven
Cr Mf I strong. They went to Susquehanna, Pa., rode In

rflfS j stage to the little town of and
HftT 'HiF ! there nlred a steamboat for a week. ThesteanT- -

Jm )r I ', boat was big enough to hold fifteen people comk Htr I R fortably, and theraptaln thereof afterrecelvlng
Hav. mt I Mr a rixiuet to namo hi rates, spoke aa said:

'M-- , j fiT "Kf ye want a couple o skin's to go along, an'
ylflK mk E my service to kinder help out In glttln' grub

W1&. i 9 an such Ilk I recklnil's wuth ST a day, as I'll. mVr I m git loo fer refer theu How's that strike ye "
ft arv I K It suited every one, and the trip began. ForF" KL 1 m seven d thessvsnexcurslonUU lived an Ideal

HI- - M' IB' '" They slept on th little islands that make' m E the Susquehanna River in that part aspicHav X Hlji tureaqu aa th hi. Lawrence. In the mornings
HBJk dl aflT ,b'r climbed the steep, rocky hills that rite
Htmai' HI file straight f.iiu th river almost to mountainous
HHBjbHT all? beighta. In lis altsmoou they sought oqt deep

Hi' fl'HHHHal HbI'
BfljflQrflaaHsa aaBiaV jjfflftlt- fatf,ff-aal-

boUi tn the river and palled out Mack fcaeo
varying I weight from one pound to fourponnda.
They Mote th corn of the nnsnspectln farm'
ere, They even hot th farmer' chlekena,
and paid for them like little, men when
detected In the crime. Tber cruised np and
down and around, occasionally getting stnefc on

bar and being obliged to get out and lift their
Ittl steamboat! they made excursions oyer the

Itilltt Into quaint village and splendid stretch
ng forests. Not a monullo or other notions

Insect troubled their waking or dreaming hours,
and when they flnallv separated, with rueful
countenance that their outing was over, they
all agreed that they had had $1,000 worth of
fnn, and It cos! them Jimt l apiece. This was
exclusive uf railway fares. The whole trip cost
th writer Just tVU. Here Is the list!
Btesrnboat, Captain, sed Ice 00

b:. 188
Tout HO 00

It Isn't everywhere that one ran find rates so
cheep aa In th Hnsqiiehanna country, but a fish-
ing boat, steamer, or. If the trip ,be on the sea or
a big lake, a schooner ran be lilred at a moder-
ate prlre If a number elub together. And for
comfort and health and good wholesome fun a
trip of this kind It not to be excelled at any price
however great.

ruax.tcious jtonr.v RKnnnKAKTS.

They Waged War to She Death ea aa latro.
else Red Mealrret,

ScwA'fTorr, Jnly SS. A meddlesome red
squirrel brought down upon Itself the frenty of
a pair of robins on Hiram Cross's placo In lien
ton one day this month. The robins had a nest
of young ones In an apple tree near th house,
and the fuse started because the saucy squirrel
undertook to leap past the nest while the female,
stood on the rim of It feeding worms to her
little ones.

Mother rbln flew at the squirrel with startled
cries which brought bcr mat to th tree In a
hurry, and the two angry bird darted at the
squirrel, driving It from tree to tree, aad to the
roof of a barn, where other robin Joined th
equalling pair and gave fierce battle to the
trembling red fellow. The squirrel took to tho
treos again, and the desperate btnls chased It
from one end of the orchard to the other, and
hack, when It sought shelter lu the thick foliage
ofa balram.

The robins thumped It so hard that It sprang
a second-stor- r window, but the nimble feuInto made a mistake In doing so, for a doxen

fierce redbreasts sailed ln after It, and when
Mrs. ('roes wsnt up stairs to see Where the squir-
rel hail gone to, she found that the determined
birds bad pecked and clawed It until It could
scarcely crawl.

The pugnacious robins went squalling out of
the window, and the Injured squirrel fell help-le- es

to the floor when It attempted to leap to the
window sill. One Of It eyes bad been put out
and In a few minutes the tittle creature died
from the wounds the birds had Inflicted on It.

jtouAxcKs or Tire srair.
A Clreat Flaee for the Fladlag of I.oag Lost

Person rrom Tarlooa Ksgtoaa.
rtm IA Si. IamU

Ekid, Okla., July IS. The number of men re-

ported dead month and even years ago, who
hare turned up alive and well In th Strip
during the last few months, ha been phenom-
enal. It Is stated that at least twenty long-lo- st

sons, husbands, and fathers have been located
In consequence of the exceptional precautions
taken by the Government on the occasion of the
opening of the Strip for Individual Identifica-
tion and the prevention of premature entry and
fraud. The number of contest for choice
quarter sections, and for sections upon which
towns have been built. Is enormous, and In
some of these contest the claimants hav been
regarded aa dead for a long period.

A case of this kind ha Just arisen on Salt
Fork Creek. Four claimants tried to secure a
title to a quarter section. One of the claimant
gave the name of Horace West. For some time
he prosecuted his claim with great vigor, ills
wlfo and two children had located with him on
the site, and at one time It appeared a though a
compromise would be come to whereby be and
another man would support each other's claims
and take half of the quarter lection each. This
plan fell through on account of the hurried dis-
appearance of West, which was brought about
bv the arrival on the scene of another family
claiming to be his. The lady who styled herself
the actual Mrs. West, and who denounced the
reputed wife of the claimant aa an Impostor,
had travelled from Indiana In search uf her
truant spouse. West left home during the
'80s and was reported killed ln a freight
wreck, a man corresponding exactly with hit
description having been found beneath the car
on which he had evidently been stealing a ride.
West, who saw nothing before him but Incar-
ceration for bigamy, deserted his second family
and left wives No. 1 and 'i to fight It out be-
tween, themselves. It did not transpire until
after his departure that a prosecution for big-
amy was very Improbable, In view of the fact
that the supposed widow had married again,
and had, after nursing an Invalid for a couple of

ears, boen put to the expense of burying him.) low the trouble will finally end Is not known,
but both families have gone away, and probably
both wives are ou a still hunt for the resur-
rected Individual.

Among those making the rare into the Strip
were a very Urge number of women. The ut-
most kindness and gallantry were shown to
thesa by the rough men who were fighting fur
homes, and many good claims were secured by
women. A woman with three children had
waited aeveral months on the Kansas line for
the opening. She had earned a little money by
performing kitchen duties and washing for the
hundreds of bachelor boomers, and her eldest
boy had also made a little monoy by doing odd
Jobs. Her outfit consisted of little more than a
wagon and a team of horses, a stove, anda small supply of clothing. Her horses were
speedy If not valuable, and they outran several
teams drlvsn by the men who thought they had
everything their own war. Having littleknowledge of the country sue stoppedon the
first accent-lootin- g claim she came to, and withgreat promptness proceeded to stako out a home-
stead and convert tier wagon Into a temporary
home. She was obviously the first on the scene,
and her claim was never disputed. She had de-
scribed herself in her registration as a widow,
and for some months she fought her own way,
aaslated generously by occupier of adjoining
homestead but little better off than herself.
One day during the winter a neighbor,
thinking she was probably ln dts trees,
owing to the severe storm during the preceding
night, tramped up to her little cabin and hoi-loo-

In usual prairie fashion. To his surprise,
a thickset, uncouth man. looking for all the
world like an escaped convict as well as a con-
firmed tramp, came out and asked him In tonesanything but friendly what was wauted. Theneighbor stammered out that he thought the
lady might want some water hauled or some
wood chopped, and that as he had an hour to
spare he had come over to help. It Is doubtful
whether he was more surprised at seeing thman In the cabin, or at having hi friendly over-
tures so brusquely rejected.

The explanation given was that the man was
the resurrected husband of the woman who had
excited the compassion and sympathy of every
man within five mile around by her struggledagainst the difficulties Inseparable from build-lu- g

up a home lu a new country. The man had
been reported dead about four years. When
last seen by his wife he started out In
search of work from a small Kansas town
which bad been destined to become a great
railroad centre, but which had failed to fulfil Itsdestiny. He got work In Kansas City as an

and an accident haurjeninir durlmtlis
progress of the work he was reported killed.
The small sum of money coming to hlui was
sent to the supposed widow, with an additional
amount uf friendly compensation. According
to the husband's story, he was not In.
Jured In the accident, which, however,
resulted In his finding himself out of aposition, lie wandered around for a shorttime, and was then accused, falssly, ofcourse, uf being concerned in a house-
breaking event, for which he waa homed at theexpense of the State for three year. On com-
pleting hi sentene he tramped back to theKansas town, wblou scarcely had any existenceany longer. He, heard casually that his wife
had goue to Oklahoma, or somewhere In thatsection, and he tramped by easy stage Into theStrip, being a man of little or no education, andapparently o7 even less sense, he walked from
homestead to homestead, until at last he was re-
ceived with more or les welcome by the woman
who had mourned hi loss four year previously,

A story from No Man'a Land Includes a singu-
lar account of a mysterious dtsappearauce andlUcunsouuencea. Two brothers named O'Nell
came to this country together not long after the
war. They worked together tu arlous titles forsome year, when they drifted apart. A manwas found Injured on the sidewalk lu Cincin-
nati, and subsequently died in the City Hospital.
A letter waa found In his pocket adOresaed tuJ. O'Nell and signed by that gentleman'
affectionate brother. It was naturally as-
sumed that this was th name of thedeceased, and the brother was notified by
telegraph of th vBt and asked If he wished tobury the remains. In th mean tltu th brothsr
bad moved, and th telegram did not reach him
until the remain of the supposed O'Nell had
been burled for several days. Recognising this
fact and taking a philosophical view of thesituation, he pursued th even tenor of hisway, and ln either the natural or th un-
natural course of human event located In
No Man'a. Land, a middle-age- d man with alarge family. Itlsname not beTng a particularly
uncommon one he was not surprised to laarn
that h bad a namesake within a short dis-
tance, but he was a great deal more than sur-
prised whsn pn one occasion h ran up against
the namesake and recognised hint instantly a
his long-lo- brother, Who th man wa that wa
buried a J. 0 Nell will probably ntvsr beknown, nor can the man, at this distant date,
account for th fact that hit Utter was la toms-bod-y

else's pocket, although aeveral explana-
tions may be given, ecpccUUy as he recollecuthat at about that tlm be was looking upon
win when It wa red aad UtsrspertUi a con-
siderable number of episode I

.among his periods Of work.

I

THE WMLEBACKSTEAMSR.

KKAKOKM WMT THIS ODIt'LOOKIHO
CltAFT XS COMXO tXTO rAVOIt.

ttIeNawerthy(3teagriHvin.aad Beweea-lea- l
to Rail ssS Xaa-Mtk- oe of IMtd.

laaj-I- ta Vac Are Xateaalan Over Heae.
Many persons taw a wliateback steamer for

the first time at Chicago last tummer. where
the Immense Christopher Columbus wa en-

gaged In carrying passenger to and fro between
the city and the World's Fair. Whalebacks,
however, hare been rapidly becoming more no
merous for the last three or four) ears, and are
now seen frequently In Ixmg Island Sound and
New York harbor.

On the Great !akee, whera they originated, a
considerable fleet has grown up, and people
accustomed to the old st)lo of freighters have
ceased to jeer at theni aa they did when
the small tow barge No. 101, first ap-
peared, and now look upon them In quite a dif-

ferent light. Borne of the moat experienced men
In the business of freight carrying have come to
regard them as much superior to tho old stylo
boat, and predict that they will ultimately
supersede them In alt directions.

The use of whalebacks has quickly extended
from the Great Lake to the coastwise carrying
trade, and aeveral successful transatlantic trips
have already been made.

Even our English cousins, who aro Inclined to
look with disfavor upon American Innovations
tn boat building, have begun to believe In the
whaleback.andare preparing to Introduce It In
the Mediterranean trade and on the Danube and
the Black Sea.

At first sight th whaleback ha a clumsy and
almost ludicrous appearance. It Is Just the op-

posite of clipper built. In the water It looks
very much like a huge cigar, with th end bitten
off ln the usual manner. This Is especially true
of the tow barges, which, of course, hare no en-

gine, smokestack, or pilot house.
The general appearance of whaleback are

about tho tame whether they are driven by their
own steam or are towed. When loaded they tet
well down ln the water, which. Instead of dash-
ing heavily against the tides and buffeting and
straining the vessel, washes easily up and over
tho rounded deck, on which there la no obstruc-
tion except a slight guard rail, and In the case
of steamer, tho pilot house and cabin. When
these are present they do not rest upon the deck
proper, but aretupportodon turrets. The water
rushing over the deck meeU no reilsUnce from
the turrets, which are perfectly round, and the
waves do not reach the superstructure, but wash
under it. The arrangement Is cot unlike that
of th monitor style of war s.ilp.

The central Idea of whaleback construction It
to present everywhere a curved and rounded
surface wldch will offer no resistance to
the wave. In consequence, the rolling and
pitching ln ocean traffic Is gentle and easy, with-
out any pounding or violent motion. It is as-
serted of one of the boats which made a trip to
Liverpool In rough weather that footprtnU
which had been made In her cargo of grain
when she was loaded were still visible after
orosstng the ocean.

Their sea worthiness, whlnh waa at first sua
pected. ha now been amply demonstrated. One
of tho feature of their construction Is a dotibls
hull, with a space between the outor and Inner
walls. When carrying an ordinary load this
space it filled with water for batlast, which Is
pumped ont upon coming into port. In case of
a vessel running on a ruck, the outer hull only
lsplerced, and there I no danger of foundering.

The fulvanuges of the new style ships aro
several. In the first place, the cost of building
a steel whaleback freight ship Is from 20 per
cent, to 23 per cent, less than that of a wooden
vossel of the old type, and, of course. It life I
longer. Once built the boat can bo run on less
coal, because It offers less resistance to the
water. It ran also bo handled by fewer men.

IU speed will exceed by two or three ktioU
that of an ordinary steamer of the same class,
ihe average for whalebacks being about twelve

The tow barges can bo towed much
more easily and cheaply for Uie same reasona.

The Inventor of the whaleback waa Alexander
McDougatl, an American of Scotch extraction,
who had for rears been engaged tn the trans-
portation of freight ou the lakes. The dream of
a cigar-shape- d boat had been ln his mind for a
number of years before the Idea was patented.

In 1881 he first took nut a patent on his plan,
and since that time he has patented a number
of Improvements and adaptations. The first
boat, which waa a tow barge of only 437 ton
registry and MOO tons carrying capacity, wa

ln commission In 1888, It was greeted v 1th
erislon and Immediately nicknamed " the pig."

a name which attached to all of the craft until
two or three yeara after, when "whaleback"
became the usual designation.

A United Sutes official declared that the nw
barge would roll clear over In a heavy wind
and turn bottom aide up. There waa uot a

a keel, but the boat waa not actually
so round a it looked In the water, tbe top and
bottom being qnlte flat.

Later on some of the boats were prnlded with
e extensions along the tide, which tended

to prevent rolling.
In 188U the Colgate Hoyt, a steam propeller,

wa built and a number of others hau fol-
lowed. The usual plan Is for one of the whale-
back steamers to take In tow two or three or
even four of the tow barges. Tugs are also used
tn towing the barges, two barge being managed
byone good-sire- d tug.

The first use which was found for the whale-
back waa In carrying frelghtontheGreat Lakes.
Owing partly to the rounded shape of the hold,
they nave been found somewhat better adapted
for carrying freight ln bulk, such as coal or
wheat, than for loading with package freight.

The present fleet on the lakes comprises
twenty tow barge and six steamers, all of
which were built by the American Steel L'argo
Company at West Superior, Wis. The yards
there are under the direct supervision of the
Inventor, Copt. McDougalL and provision is
made for carrylug on work upon ten esscls atonce. The construction Is so simple that a
whaleback can be put together In from sUty to
ninety days.

This lake fleet Is employed In carrying coal
from Buffalo and Erie to the ports nt the head
of Ijkke Superior. Returning, the cargoes con-
sist of Iron ore and wheat. The boats some-
times go clear through to Chicago.

The freighters are loaded entirely through the
deck and not by means of portholes In the sides,
aa la common where package freight Is carried.
Tnere are aeveral hatche In the long deckthrough which the cargo Is Introduced. When
the hatches are closed and bolted down they are
water tight, and aro not opened again untQ the
end la reached and the cargo discharged.

Many of the boats are provided w Ith turreU at
the hatches tn which are masts for carrying sail
and for rigging derrlcka with which to unload
the cargo. At either end are larger turrets con-
taining the compaulonways to tbe sleeping
quarters of the crew. On the steamers the stentturret also covers the smokestack and ventila-
tion pipe running to the engine mom, the fire
hold, and the cargo hold. The coal bunker are
also situated In the stern under this turret andare reached through It.

The first whaleback to make lu appearance In
oceanlo waters waa th O. V. Watmore. She
made the trip from Lake Superior to Liverpool,
reaching the ocean by way of Montreal. In do-
ing this It was necessary to run the rapids In tbe
St. Lawrence River, whrch she accomplished
successfully. She carried twenty-si- x tnns ofcoal on the open deck for a great part of the seaoyage to demonstrate her ability and seaworth-
iness. None of the coal was lost,

in uverpwi sne was , uiie.1 uy thousands ofpeople. Including many engineering experts,
who solemnly shook their heads and declaredher unsafe. She could not pas either Lloyds'
or the Hoard of Trade requirements for registry,
and for a time no coniiwany would Insure tisr.Two more trips, however, convinced the mostskeptical, and these difficulties were Overtime.The Wetmore afterward made the voyage to
San Francisco via Cape Horn, and while engaged
In traffio on tbe 1'aclflo coast she ran on a dan-
gerous reef in the fog. This Is the only whale-
back ever lost, and an accident of thU kink doc
not, of court, reflect on their eaworthiness.

There are at present two steamer and threebarge on the Atlantic coast which have beenengaged In trade between Boston. Providence.
New ork, Baltimore, Newport New s. and otherport. The latest and best of the whalebacks Is
the Sagamore, the only one ever built In Kng-JWJ-

oh was constructed at Sunderland by
v lluaui Ooxford ASonaaud arris od lu llrook.lvn a fsw das sgo. hhe measures 3S0 fert ovrrall and haa a beam of liU feet, with a maximumdraught of 10 fel a Inches, .
Uer capacity U about 4.000 tons, and withseventeen ton of coal a day she average

eleven knoU an hour. She Is propelled by aslugle screw, but, uullke roost of th boats, isfitted with engines. There areseven turrets on her deck, three of which aieprovided with steam winches for hoisting thecargo In and out. Her crew, all told, numbertw elve men.
The Sagamore, th Joseph L. Colby, and two

?h!lU.Vfti barge have recently been charteredWilliam Johnston fc Co. of Liverpool andNew York for their new lfne between this port
and Tamploo, Mtxjco. Tho Sagamore left onThursday for her first trip. Ihe cargoes fromNew ork consist chiefly of railroad supplies
and manufactured Iron. Dual for lb silvermine and calico are also carried.

On the return crips, the freight consists of batebullion of silver, copper ore, hides, hemp, serta-parlU- a,
limes, asphalt, Ac. Steamer are toleave each war every ten day.

A number ofother steamers of thU patUrn willtoon be built In England for use on that tide ofth water under an arrangement with th ownere of the patenU in America. They will be employed lIocal traffio and la trading with otnerEuropeaJ- - countries. Th uUnslon of whajs-bac- kt
to transoceanic basins would teem toMa matter of a fsw year only.

T& edaputloa of th whaleback to passenger
traffic is largely a matter for the future tods-cld- e.It 1 a wtll fitted forth purposs a thopresent style of snip, according to It promoters, .
but It ha th inthat fit-I- t&t It tMra"

Poastbtr people who are Inclined to he sesalck
would find tho (low and Jtentle motion of the
whaleback more comfortable, but, on th other
hand, timid people wonld not relish the eight of
the wares (weeping across the main deck.

The only passenger whaleback to far con
structed Is the Christopher Columbus, which Is
still engaged ln excursion business at Chicago.
Her capacity Is 4,000 passenger, and she Is said
to be much faster than any other excursion boat
on Lake Michigan. The passenger decks, of
which there are aeveral, extending the whole
length of the vessel, are supported upon turrets.
No rush of passengers to one aide or the other
U ever sufficient to cause a perceptible list.

BeoreUry Wetmore of the American Steel
Barge Company has had plans prepared for a
st ram pleasure yacht nf tno whaleback model,
which he says could attain a speed of twenty
five knots with triple expansion euglne and
would cost less than tCO.uoo to build. It ha a
single passenger deck.tupported on turrets from
the main deck, Mr. Wetmore also ha visions
of a laige transatlantic liner, but does not ex-
pect them to Ik-- reallred for ome years.

Whatever may ln-- the future nf tho whaleback
as n passenger vessel. It Is certain that It I caus-
ing a revolution In freight barges aud steamers,
which has Just begun and may le exported to
goon nntll tho clgar-sl)po- d boats aro so com-
mon In our waters that they will cease to arouse
the curious Interest which It at present ac-
corded them.

BOt.lU BRASS IX TUB VIXT.

Cast Into Bare as Gold Before th Official
Dtaeoverea What It Wae.

iVem las Dtnrtr RffmbHtan.
Last Tuesday tho Colorado National Bank of

this city received an express package from the
First National Bank of Albuquerque labelled
"Oold bullion, value f0,000," The package,
which consisted of a strong canvas bag, care-
fully sealed, was at onco turned over to the
United Mates branch mint, to be melted, as-

sayed, and paid for by the Government. The
Government never pay for any meUl presented
for sale until It has been melted, weighed, and
assayed. The bag of apparently precious metal
was receipted for, and the same afternoon wa
plaoed In the pots and reduced Into bar.

The first suspicion of fraud was aroused In the
mind of the Mint employee when the bag wa
opened and the yellow metal was placed on the
scale for weighing. It looked large enough to
weigh at least 000 ounces, but when placed on
the scales It weighed only fiOO ounces.

Th suspicion which this apparcntdlscrepancy
brought about wag soou allayed, however, when
the accompanying bill of lading showing a pre-
tended value of (6,000 was claimed. This was
placing avalno of only a llltlo over 910 per
ounce on the metal, though ordlnar.lv gold re-
torts run from tit! tn as high aaSlH per ounce.
Taking the low valuation placed on the metal
Into conslderat lon.Mr. Carstarphcn, who receipt-
ed for and was handling tho retort, concluded
that tho liaser metals tn the retort were lighter
than gold and of a sufficient per cent, tu ac-
count for the dlscreoancv Inwelnht.

llowover, another suspicious feature soon de-
veloped. The retort waa so large that It would
not go Into the ordinary melting pot. and an at-
tempt to cut It met with strong resistance. The
effort that wero sufficient to cut lu twain a gold
bar of similar appearance made very little 1m- -

Breulon on tho bulk of metal, which had by
reached the melting room, where, for

a time, the great problem was now to get tt Into
the furnace This hardness on the part of the
yellow metal wa certainly aomewhat unusual,
as gold ordinarily yields to the blow of steel
much more easily than thU. But again allow-
ance was made for the alloy, after consulting
th shipping bill and seeing that only a little
over 600 fine was claimed by the shipper.

Finally the retort was placed In too furnace
to melt. Soon the blue gases that Issue from
burning xlno were noticed to be rising from the
melting pot and pervading the room. Zinc is
frequently found In the retorts and bars of bul-
lion that are purchased at the Mint, but never
before were such large quantities noticeable.
Again the low grade of the metal was consid-
ered, and the melting process went on until tbe
yellow meUl had been reduced to liquid form
by the Intense beat of the furnace.
The metal having been thoroughly melted, the

moulds were placed In position ready for mould-
ing tbe metal Into bars, ready for the Govern-
ment stamp, attesting Its fineness. Here came
an obstacle in the way of carrying the deception
any further, for when the pouring of the metal
began the o mould was quickly filled,
and ret there waa enough metal ln the pot to fill
another mould half at large. Ordinarily gnld
doe not swell up like this. It mav swell Its
owner up, but the metal Itself docs not contain
such expansive qualities.

Taking other suspicious circumstances Into
consideration, the Mint employees concluded
that they would have the stuff assayed

'Immediately, without waiting until the
morrow, as Is enstomary, and the assayer
of the Mint was sent for at once. He was not
long ln getting an assay which convinced him
that the value placed upon the metal by tho
shipper was none too low. In fact, tho express
charge on the package, $7.60, were much more
tharr the whole thing was worth. In fact, theassay showed not even a trace of gold. ThU
waa certainly unusual, as gold-bric- k swindler
generally have their ware nt least "washed"
with gold before they start out to "skin" the
unsuspecting. It was a " retort," and even pure
Kold ln tbe retort has not a very rich or brilliant

but to start out without even a trace of
gold anywhere In eight, and to work the chunk
of brass oft aa gold. In a mining country, and
during these hard times, was certainly a show
of nerve that would make even the most ex-
perienced gold-bric- k dealer stand aghast.

As soon as it was proven beyond doubt thattbe metal was not gold, but was nothing more or
leas than brass, the Colorado National flank was
notified, and a telegram waa sent to the bank at
Albuquerque notifying the bank officials there
that the retort waa not gold. In order that they
might. If possible, protect themselves and ap-
prehend the party or parties who had manipu-
lated the swindle.

The next morning the assayer at the Mint
again made several assays from shavings and
borings Uken from the bar of metal after It had
oooled, but ln none of them waa even a traco of
Sid to be found, and the stuff wa returned to

Colorado National Bank as wurtbleas.
A telegram was received from Albuquerque

last night stating that a Mexican In exploring
tbe ruins of an old I'ueblo Indian church found
the metal, and, believing It to be gold, secreted
It for some time, afterward telling a friend what
he had found, and this friend bad tho Albu- -

bank forward tt to the United StatesSuorquo Is claimed that neither bank advanced
any money on the supposed retort, and that no
swindle of any kind Is known to be connected
with the matter In any way. In what form the
metal waa found Is not known, but it had ap-
parently been melted ln a pot or kettle of some
kind, and when received at the Mint the little
chunk of brass hod very much the appearance
of a sump mill gold retort.

In the vicinity of Albuquerque are several old
church ruins, and it may be that tho Mexican
ln exploring among the ruins of one of these old
buildings found the meUl and believed It to be aportion of the golden plate used In church
service.and In order to provide against IU detec-
tion melted It up In the form ln which It appeared
when presented at the Albnqueniue bank for
shipment to the Denver Mint-Ma-

fairy stories have been told of tbe rich
finds made In some of thrseold Pueblo churches,
but this one happens to he one that has proven
far from valuable, and the Mexican who ex-
pected to rralixe a handsome fortune from his
find will an ake to the realisation that he ha not
only failed tu become auddenly wealthy, but thathe will have au express bill of 17.60 to pay.

JOUX BHOtrX'S Wilt,
Not That or rirowB of Harper's Ferry, bat
the --former Owacr of Jotaa llrowa's Tract.

rrom las tltrklaur CUtitn.
An Interesting document has found Its way to

ths office of Herkimer county's Clerk. It la the
will of John Brown, it was made tu the city of
Providence, Sept. 13, 180V, and n as admitted to
probate In the courts of that city one year later.The will is of Interest lu this section from the
fact that It convey vast trecU of laud lu the
North Woods.

Something like 100 years ago John Brown, by
mortgage foreclosure, became possessor of a
tract of land of XI 0,000 acres, after ard knownas Johu Brown's treat, the Urger part of which
wa located lu the town of WUmurt, thiscounty, aud a small portion In the counties of
Lewis and Hamilton. Under tills tract la the
Fulton chain of lakes. Big Moose Lake, Otter
Lake, many smaller lakes, and a portion of
iSehasanel'ark,

When Dr. V, Seward Webb became the pos-
sessor of this North Woods land he had the title
looked up t cry closely and all old paper refer-ring to It recorded. First was a copy of the
letter patent granted by the hute of New
lork to Alexander Macomb, dated Jan. 10,
17ue, cynveslug acres of land. In.
iludod In which was the Brown's tract, ThU
patent conclude a follows;

" We have taued our Utter to be made pateut
and tbe great teal of our State tu be hereupon
affixed. Witness, our trusty and well beloved
George Clinton, Esq.. Governor of our State,
General ami Comiuander.li.-Chte- f of all the
intlltU and Admiral of the navy of the tame."

June e, 17V- -, Macomb told the land to Con-tta- bl

for iiO.000. Dec. 18, 171)'. Cqnttabl
sold to Samuel Ward for f 100.000, In Novem-
ber, 1714, Ward sold to James Ureenleaf
itlO.OOO acres, the original John Brown'
tract. fori.Vi.000. In 17116 Greenleaf executed
a mortgage to Philip Llvingstou covering the
property. In December, 1708, John Brown be-
came the owner of the property by a deed from
the Master in Chancery and Philip Livingston,
The land was then called John Brown's
tract, and was divided by Brown Into,
eight townships, called Industry, JEnterprlse,
Perseverance, ReguUrity, Unanimity. Frugality,
Ac. These towushlp wer surveyed Into farm
each a half a mil aqunre. Brown mutt hav
been Immensely wealthy, a hi will cover
twenty page of records, and wlUs land In
various part of the country, the North Woods
land being devised to hi children and grand,
children after the death of Mrs. Brown, who
wa to hav th use of th tarn during her life.
Old man Brown seems to have had a mania for
naming hit landed poatsatloua, as w And In hit
will reference to Prodeno Island, Wanton
Farm. Spring Green, India Point, and Point
Pleasant. Th will alio devises ships, cannon,
gin. grapeshot, Ac It it a vary iaUretUsx
dosTwafOW"

MEN WHO nANDLE SPONGES

TBB eBBATBST MA JtKBT TOR TBXX
IS IS TBE BAB AM AH.

The Btrera Who Oather Them Are Colored
Men aadTher Uea'l Mlad Mharlta Much
-- Carles; aad Market!: the Hpoagee.

"There teem to be something about a bale of
sponges." said n William street sponge' mer-
chant, "that Is as attractive to the New York
boy a a banana ship or a lire. We never ran
bring up a dray load of sponges from tho ship
without having a crowd of bojs outside watch
Ing tho unloading. There Is nothing rery at-
tractive either In tho appearance of abaloot
sponges. Perhnps the boj s haro some haty Idea
of tho romantic places that sponges come from
and of the unusual people who get them for us,"

If the boys havo any good Idea of the process
of gathering sponges and sending them to New
York, they are a bit smarter than most of their
elders, for thero aro few mon ln this city who
arson terms of Intimacy with the sponge, ex-

cept ln tho bathroom. The dealers, of course,
know alt about sponges; that Is, the wholesale
dealers who lmHirt them, anil can tell at a
glance Just what part uf tho world any sponge
came from. A few tclentiflo men know
them, and doubtless sorao druggists know them
also; but when a sponge reaches the drug store
It ha a curious way of dropping IU former
Identity and becoming a choice specimen from
the Mediterranean.

When a sponge comes from tho Mediterranean
It it worth more than other spougrt on account
of IU reputation, eien though It may bono
better. But generally It Is better. The beet
sponges that reach this city, or any other mar
ket, come from tho Mediterranean. A very few
sponges almost equal to these come from tho
north coast of Cuba, but there are not enough of
them to mako any Impression upon the market.
About four-fifth- s of Now Yotk sponges come
from tho West Indies and Key Went. Nearly
every sponge used In the bathroom, tho carrlsge
house, the stable, or for any purposo for
which tho ordinary grade will answer, comet
from the Bahama Islands. The Turkey or
Le ant sponges, as the dealers call them, are aa
fine In texture as high In price, and they are
used only for eclentlflo or other delicate purposes.

The largest sponge market In the world Is In
Nassau, the capital of the Bahama Islands, and
a great proportion of New York sponge come
from there. The business Is so large that a
tpongo exchange was established at Nassau
many years ago. on a basis somewhat resembling
that of the New York Produce Exchange. Every
local dealer Is a member. The members have
all been brought up at handling sponges, and
long experience has rendered them so expert
that they mako no mistake. Sponges that cost
60 cents eaoh In tho drug storea here, are piled
up ln heaps In the sponge rxchango In quanti-
ties sufficient to make the heap worth perhap
$60. A hundred members of the exchange,
without collusion, may mako written offers for
a heap; and they can estimate sponge values so
closely that often a dosenof the highest bids nr
precisely alike, or do not vary more than from a
farthing to a sixpence.

No sponges aro found In the Immediate neigh-
borhood of Nassau. They are taken ln tho
water surrounding distant Islands of tho
group, and good seaworthy bdaU aro necessary.
The boats were formerly owned , by nattv
spongers, who did their own work and sold the
product tn Nassau; but In recent ears the
Sponge Exchange has uken Into lu own hands,
not only the exporting, but also the gathering
of the sponges. Each member own a little
fleet of sponging boat, perhaps two or three,
or perhaps twenty, mid keeps them constantly
busy, for sponging goes on all the year.
The boaU are little schooners ranging from
Ave or ten up to forty tons, well decked
nvor. For ench boat the merchant has a negro
Captain. anl the Captain selects his own crew,
all of whom are colored. Tho merchant sup- -
Elles tho boat and the provisions, and takes

of the proceeds for his share, the other haltbeing divided among the men. When tho boat
returns to Nassau loaded with sponges, thecargo goes directly to the Sponge Exchange, to
be sold to the highest bidder for thu benefit of
all concerned.

Just what provisions are to be furnished to a
. sponging crew Is so well understood tn Nassau
that when a boat Is to be sent out It U only neo--
eatary for her owner to send an order to his

revision merchant saIng: "Please provisionfhe sponging schooner Pride of the Seas foreight men for four weeks aud charge to the ac-
count of John Smith & Co." The provision man
knows Just what to supply, and the Captain
see to getting the articles on board. There
must be flour or corn meal, or tometlmes rice or
frits, so many pounds a week for each man.

mnst also be a small allowance of salt
port, and a fairly liberal supply of Holland gin.
This gin is all Imported, but it Is of such low
grade that a case of a dozen bottles retails for
about $2.60. It Is, however, so tho dealer say,
"Just what the men want; they want some-
thing that bites."

This la the entire stock of provisions flour,
pork, and gin- - and the spongers are well satis-fle- d

with It. They buy on their own account a
little more flour and pork to feed their wives
and children, whom they frequently take with
them. 1 hero Is no accommodation in the boatexcept In the hold and on deck. In rough
weather all hands sleep In the unventllated hold,
some times for weeks at a time. For cooking, a
square box Is lashed to the forward deck and
filled with sand. A Are can be built upon the
sand in good weather; ln bod weather no cook-
ing is done.

Some of tbe sponging boaU have a pane of
thick glass in the bottom through which the
bottom of the sea can be seen for the water is
clear as air. In other coses a "water glass" U
carried along. This Is merely four sides of a
box, with a glass Imttom. No matter how rough
the water, when the glass I held a few Inches
beneath the surface the bottom can be seen.

When the sponging grounds are reached tbe
boat Is kept cruising about until a good bed Is
found, for the men do not like to waste their
time where sponges are few. Where the water
Is shallow they reaoh down with a pair of long-handl-

rakes somewhat Uko oster tongs,
though much longer, and bring up what-
ever they see. Sponges are not their
pnlyprey. A large aud perfect "brain stone"It worth several shlBlngs in Nassau, and evensea fans, sea eggs, and sUr fish will sometime
sell. Conohs also are gathered, for they are
favorite articles of food. When the fishing is Indeep water the men throw off their clothes and
dive among the sharks without heslutlon. Per-
haps not exactly without heslutlon, but with-out serious Interruption to their business; they
do not plungo over when a shark Is ln sight, butwait a moment for him to pass. To say that thesponger are expert swimmer and divers doe
not begin to express It. A man frequently goes
down Into 160 or S00 feet of water, and comes
up bringing everything that lay within a radius
of a yard from where he struck. The smallestchildren need no watching on the boaU, for If
they fall overboard they swim back.

The sponge aa tt comes to the surface Is a very
different looking object from the sponge sold lu
the shone. It U a sllunerv. sllmv thlnir that
looks like a moss of liver, and as it Is laid on thedeck tu dry lu the hot sun It soon begin to emitan odor that would be unbearable to any one buta sponger or hU family. The dredging or diving
goes on as long aa the sun shines, aud sometimeson cloudy days, though when tho sun Is obscured
the bottom cannot bu seen aa well. Themen arethus kept constantly wet, and it is to keep themwarm that the gin la supplied. Their chief de-
sire 1 for fair weather; nut because they areafraid of gales, but bet auso tbe bottom Is alwaj s
of tine white sand, which ts so stirred up b) astorm that therlearuessof the water tides troj ed.and sponging becomes Impossible for days.

When the inaaa of slimy sponges grows largeenough to obstruct the deck It U necessary To
make a lauding to cure them. Land U never
y.,.ry. fr away, for Islands are plenty In the
A est Indies; and the sponger generally tries toland on an Island where he has relative orfriends. The bjiat Is "nosed" on the beach, andsome of the gin on bourd coon finds IU way tothe Inhabitants In return for oranges andother frulu. tegetahles. fresh fish, or what,
ever, luxuries the Island affords. Each land-ing becomes a little picnic, and the spongers
have no great rraaou to bemoan thvlrhard Uvea. Th sponges are killed by !lng ondeck In the suit, anil the first process on shore Is
tp put them in a " kraal " or ,rcrawl " to cleansthem. The kraal Is merely an enclosure madeof stick driven into the ud In shallow waterto prevent the sponges from washing away. Af-
ter lying In the salt water for several d s they
are ukeu out and washed by band and lett on
the beach to bleach. While they are aoaklug
and bleaching, watched by one or two of themen or women, the boat goeo out after more.

So many heat are engaged In tbe business
and the best (ponging .grounds aro so wellknown that a boat Is seldom alone; there aregenerally two or three In company, and some-
time twenty or thirty. As soon a darknessbegins fire appear ou all the decks, which arekept up long after thor are needed for cooking
tho frugal suppers, fuel costing nu more thanthe trouble of cutting It anywhere on thore,
Almost every sponger bu tome cheap musicalInstrument with him, and those who cannotplay the fiddle or th banjo, the mouth-orga-

or the fiuta, can at least slug. Th effect of thfire and the muslo Is extremely picturesque.
The Nassau Sponge Exchange building Itmerely a hard cemtat floor and an Iron roof sup.ported by pillars, without any walls. But Itcuter a great deal of ground, aad one end ex.

tend down to. the wharf. Whsn the sponging
boat returns from her cruise she goes directly tothe and of th xchang to dltoharg hsr cargo.
Bus may hav bssn absent on week or four, or
possibly, eveu six. according to her (It andcrew, lb weather, or fisherman' luck. Herpong are not to be tossed out Indiscriminately
and sold In on lot to th. highest bidder. They
all look much alike, but there are many
different kinds and qualities. Experienced men
tort, them out. making hsr a heap of "Umb.wooL" of bouqutU," and otherhup of "glove, "illkVaad
to on. Each of Urn Imp U nambr4 a--3

o'olock in the morning, andat that hour the

JLW'arS rittWfcaK $&

the heaps of sponge, opcaelonally 1"i" ,'".on thehand toot, andwith or
the number of eph lot,he Boes along, opposite for Allthe Mm that willing to hid

the m.mbere are doing the m th ng at once,
talking and smoking CTVV.rAi f?hat UteonSS
noise or confusion.
dealer (how( his knowledge of the hn'lness.
When each member ha bid Vmjf,JSas he chooses, the (Up are Jo
of the market, eaoh J'tfiiSk,

made It. 1 themthe member who hie'";.10?!,cee
the hTghJS 'imti "tor

few
each lot, There I np

chance fora second bl.lt Mblll;'p5fff
Each dealer has ownspongo

and his donkey dray Is readr nt once tn take hU
newly bought sponges to tfio rjnTI"re rj
sheds ln the yanl to keen the '.Mnfre dW.'i
as many colored men and women, hoy
working a the (Uto of business wawanta.
Almost every colored person In ,tu Ii,im.a;
undersunds tbe preparation ! .'market, and " sponge clipping " Is an tawtUM
Industry. First the spongos are washed care-
fully, and the roots and any torn parU
cut away. Scarcely a sponge U taken
from tho sea without some clots of hard
encd sand adhering to It. and these bunches
of sand. If not removed, would make tho sponge
too gritty for use. Bponge clipping Is the art of
cutttngout these sandy spoU ep carefully that
no sand Is left. This must be done without In-

juring the texture of the sponge, and its Ix

reduced a little as poaslble.. It Is more of an art
than might bo Imagined, and the West India
negroes are particularly dexterous at It-- Often
the cut ieares an unsightly hole in a good
sponge, and then the clipper unite the sorereU
parts with needle and thread. ThUUdonew
neatly that tho stltche are concealed; but a
careful examination of almost any sponge will
how that It ha been, ewed some

where. From this constant, clipping the yard
ts continually fllllngup with bit of sponge, which
are of no valuo commercially, but are very use-
ful for packing material. Th bit would soon
All tho yard to the top of tho wall If they were
not removed. Sometimes they are used for a fer-
tiliser around orange and oocoanut tree. They
are not allowed to accumulate to adepth of more
than three or four feet, because a great, mass of
them is somewhat dangerous. Such a thing ha
been known as a sponge yard bursting. The wall
are of stone, and much of the top Is open to
the weather. More than one dealer hat
gone to his yard after a night's heavy
rain to And that the mass of sponge
has absorbed so many tons of water that th
walls and shed roofs have been pushed ont of
place. The ponge are ready now ror sals in
New York or London, but In their natural staU
they occupy too much room for shipment. They
are taken Into the packing house and pressed
into bales, the press being a crude band power
affair, somewhat like the cotton
press. The pressing It tuppoted to do them
good rather than injury. What compression
they are capable of is shown by the war a fw
colored expert pack flno sponges for Northern
tlsltort to carry homo. These men make a
rude but powerful press with a chain and a long
bar, and easily pack a bushel of sponges tn a
cigar box.

Tho proccssofgathrrineand preparing sponge
Is the same the world over, except that In part
of the Mediterranean, where In midwinter tho
water ts too cold for ordinary diving, the sponger
sometimes use modern diving suits. Ever'
where the earnings nf the spongers are low. la
the West Indies the boat crews consider them
solves lucky If they average 40 cenU a day for
the voyage. This la more than they could usually
mako on shore.

rigrvjiE tuikvxs asd bbarpebb.
Ths ft of a Mnrlllo aad of a Galasborewtjh

Palntta; Counterfeit Etching.
"Did you ever bear of the artUtlo klepto-

maniac?" asked a n dealer ln etch-
ing during an after luncheon harmony a few
days ago. " Well, there I such a person. The
artlstto kleptomnnlao ts Insanely fond of valu-
able art ln tho form of etchings or paintings.
He stesls through tbe admiration and lov of
art. Thero aro many famous Instances where
old and almost priceless masUrptecet of th
.painters' art have been Uken by persons of this
kind, audit Is odd that In almost every Instance
the stolen piece of art could not be traced.

"The moat famous artlstlo theft of modern
day was tho eUallng of tho figure of St, An-tbo-

from tho celebrated picture by Murillo.
Tho painting, which was on exhibition tn th
cathedral at Seville, represented St. Anthony
surrounded by angels. One morning about
seven years ago it was discovered that the figure
of St. Anthony had been cut from the canvas.

" All Europe wa notified of tho theft, but th
police never found the thief. About two year
afterward a Spaniard from tho West Indies
called ln at the establishment of Mr. Schaus, tho

n picture dealer of thla city. The
Spaniard told Mr. Schaus that he would like to
sell him an unsigned painting by Murillo. Mr.
Schaus, being a man of largo Intelligence re-

garding work of the matUrs, reoognUed Im-

mediately the figure of St. Anthony cut from
the painting In the Cathedral at Seville.

" The man waa telted, and Mr. Schaut had
the honor of returning the painting to Spain.

"The theft of the celebrated portrait of th
Duchess of Devonshire, by Gainsborough, fifteen
years ago, was doubtless the work of an artlstlo
kleptomaniac, for the picture can do the thief
no good Dut excite his admiration. The portrait
was In tbe possession of the Messrs. Agnew, the
picture dealers of London. It bad been on ex-

hibition and the Agnew gallerle hod been
crowded. One morning tho frame stood empty.
The painting had been cut out, and no one
knows to this day where Gainsborough's
Duchess of Devonshire Is.

"Some dishonest lover of art Is gloating over
the picture ln private. The portrait U valued at
(60.000.

" That painting by Gainsborough, beside being
an artlstlo relio, U also historic, a the painting
waa made just when tbe beautiful Duchess of
Devonshire had been the means of turning ths
political tide of England. Pitt and Fox were
rival candidate for Parliament. It wa demon-
strated that the election would be narroweddown to the vote of an elderly fat butcher.The butcher Intended to vote for Pitt. Thepuke of Devonshire tried every means, includ-ing a bribe, to Influence tho fat butcher to votelt J,"9 butcor,wL.oWural0 Thenbeautiful Duchess said to htm:

"'Is there anything I can do for yon If you
will vote for Fox T '

"Yes answered the butcher. 'If you willkiss me I will voto for Fox.'
"The Duchess kissed the fat butcher. Foxwas elected, and the political complexion ofEngland waa changed. It Is related that theDuchess of Devonshire told the story to Gains-borough when she was posing for her picture."I know of an instance where the artlstlo

KP.tov.nV;n10 w" fnh. 8ttr yeara ago thepurchased a collection of cele-b- fnrvln- - T"e vlng In Londonthe time a man named Robert Belmanno.whooccupied a high social position and who waa acollector of fine art. Several of Ihe mist value,ble engravings of the museum were missed, and
tn.?Ahf ru were traced to Robert Balmanno."Balmanno hail Influence enough to havematters compromised, but he found himselfunder the necessity of doing what many an.other man who ha bankrupted hi reputationhas bean forced to do-- he came to America,where. I believe, he occupied a position lu theCustom House."

Thu collector of vatoable etchings orengravIngs most be as consUntly on the alert forcminterfelU aa It the lnk cashier for forgedchecks or counterfeit bills, or the Jeweller forfalse diamonds. Some dealer have sufferedheiwy losses because of their Inability to dis-tinguish between an original and a counterfeitetching or engraving. Quick wit and a wideknowledge of the history ofsaved Frederick Ktppththa art deileJof thiscity and Paris, nearly l.ooo marks in Berlin.1 he collectlou of etchings of the late Harorn Opperraan wa old at auotion. and dealers from allover the world attended the sale at Berlin.Mr. Keppel bought an Impression of Rem-brandt's Christ before Pilato entitled the
Fn7l &.Homo," paying 1.400 marks, oretching. Just after the sale a well.
.r???1 Jisntleman said in French toMr. Keppel.

l,Jf.T,femV0. ro rner In Berlin. '
I am city and I am mortified tosee you so badly cheated y. J wish to makeyou all the restitution I can. You MOOFWM tpr that etching. The priced far wontKh, compensate you for your loa I willyou gsnulue etching for l.Obo marks."

ri,KPl? knw, h" Aching to be genuine.Mr. Ksppel w that th man wa playing aofClgh he said
lh.cthte,ladifVh,U Mr' ""Viewed3
wlAw.l! " you 1"! m.MH t0 th etching."man found be had Uen caught In bisgame he simply tald i

terfelt, which he afterwards gave to thehaer of his genuine etching. Th counterfeit!which was mad by Solomon eintold from th. orlgfnal the dlf7srS?e luth1
dr5wln .ne lh hand In thTh only difference between the origlnaTaad
the counterfeit of Albert DOrcr' csUebrated
etching "MeUncnolU" U the
E?Jin' 0t.r,?1 'WhaagliigfroVaflYSrJ

Though smaller than
KOTSSSir Wtr.ao.to price ,V1&

SMARTDOWN-EASTWOME- N.

Wats ix wbicb TitEin avutPTtor
HAS LATELY BEEN SBOirX.

Th Sllek Female Horse Thler 'Who net JAway nrlth n Rhode Island Team- - tHow Mrs, Bag Keeevered Her Hyper, V'
Nonwicn, Conn., Jnly 21.A number of

" Down East" women have distinguished them
selves lately In various walks. For example, a
keen-face- bright-eye- d llltlo woman, with a
winning tongue and way, walked off
with Liveryman Hodge's best driving turnrmt
of Westerly, It. I touthcatt of this city. day
or two ngo,

8h( said to Hodge In her most captivating
style that shii thought tho wonld Inkon drive,
and tho unlucky liver) man has every reason to ,r
think Hint she may l driving yet. Atanyrate, JV
the lias not romo Imck, neither has tho smart A
tittle horse, nlth splck-spn- lirspangled har-
ness, and Kllsttnlng top buggy that the took:
along with htr.

Mr. Hortgo snjs Hint he thought she hod a
good deal of "K.i" nlx.ut her "for a lady "at
the time, but since a female horso thief Is a
novelty tho world over. h Is disposed to con-
sider his net pardonable In lotting nflrst-clas- e

rig to a total stranger, having nothing to recom-
mend her rxcrpt n plausible personal carriage
and bewitching way

Hodge bollcvcs tint the woman came Into
Wcsterlr from the Nutmeg State over the

Pnwratiick niwr. Inlfn mile away,
but ho Is not entirely sure nlimit It. The Joke of
It Is, he doesn't even know her nsmo nrjweit.
donym, or place of abod -- didn't rten ask Itt '
tho winning smite shaped the w hnle transaction. '
She bowed and smiled and said "good day" to
Hodge, and rattled nway over the stonj street
out of Westerly Into tbo country.

Twenty-fou- r hours later Hodge was wafting tV
this peremptory message by telegraph and teli-pho-

all about Rhode Island and Connecticut,
" Stop horso thief 1" Hut It Is presumed that It
hasn't reached her as yet, becnuso she hasn't
stopped. In so far as any one knows.

Provldcnco poltco, es)eclally, have worked
hard to find her for Mr. Hodge, without much
success. She quitted Westerly on Tuesday, and
they learned that she spent Wednesday night la i

tho Hopkins Hotel of Providence. She wenl
away from that Ian at an extremely early hour
In the morning, still driving Hodge's fane
Uam, without giving the hotel people the slights
est clue to her Identity.

From Providence she bent her course tnntha
ward along tho bright and breeiy shore of Nar
ragansett Bay, and at various times ln the past
two days has been located transiently at Narra jj
gansett Pier, Kingston, and othor towns Id I
tho southern part of tho Plantations. The po. I
lice are very much afraid sho wtll get Into Mas- - 1

tachusottt or Connecticut after alt, and than tt 1
will bo necessary for them to (ret requisition I
paper from th Governor of tho foreign Com.
mon wealth In which they may capture her, per- -
mtttlng them to return her to " Llttlo Rhody" J
providing they do catoh her. Tho requisition 9
process U tedious and vexatlous,but It look
now at It the Rhodo Island pollco had no special I
reason to bother their heads nbout It. fl

Another woman haa won distinction through
herpluck. resolution, and pertinacity, Mrs. UII. Sage of Hartford, and very curiously fame '1
came to her also on account of the theft of (1

horse, her beloved pacing mare Gypsy. W

It was more than a month ago that a thief ",
took Gypsy out of her elegant and luxurious Jf
3

u art era In tho fashionable part of Hartford, so
exterouslythat no one knew anything about j

the robbery until tbe following morning. The) 3
thief took Mrs. Sage's light-drivin- g buggy along 1
too. He was evidently acquainted with the 1
pacer'a wonderful speed and staying power, and :
he started eastward at a rapid rate, It,The plucky woman notified the police allover the State about the robbery, but they ac-
complished nothing except report about ''pro-
gress," and so. after a week, ihe Mtoutlna
Eovel and original "Evangeline" role to And

She haa been travelling about alltho time, night and dav, for a month or more,
tracking her lost maro through towns, villages,
sequestered country regions and remote back-
woods wilderness. She has questioned about
everybody ln town and country, police and
civilians; "Have you seen anything of my
Gypsy!" Even farm boys, driving the cow to
water, and rugged urohlns at play about ruralred school bouses.

A week or so ago the was In Norwich, still
looking. Sho was on a hot trail then. Hhe hodbarely eaten or slept since setting forth on htrBlnguUrand uninterrupted quest.

Among other tilings she had done In the war
of detective work, Mrs. Sage, who boa as much P
money as pluck, hail posted ''Stop thief!" bills '
nil about southern New England, and recently
John Rider of Wltulngton Hill. In lonely andhilly lolland county, lu northern Connecticut,
chanced to read one of them. Tho public notlro
embodied an offer of S60 on the part of Mrs.Sage for Information that might lead to the re-
covery of "My Gypsy." and John Rider prompt Ir
notified her that not long before he took a chance
ride with a person who unquestionably wudriving her pacing mare.

Acting on the Information furnished by him.
Mrs. Sage tracked tho horse to the homo, of
another Tolland county man. but unluckily he
had sold the pacer to ''a man down tn Rhode fi
Island ' lust before tho lady appeared. fl

Onward Into the backward regions of Western
Rhode Island accordingly Mrs. hage hurried II
with unabated seal and hnie,and a day or two agoi 4
new came to her eastern Connecticut friend '1

that finally " I havo found my Gypsy." I
The pretty little maro was In some one's pad- - Idock In a lonely hamlet among the bills In thatState, and the lUrtford lady quickly 'fixed up 8things "with bim. so that she was able to re- - Jtum home with Gypsy on the same day. The Apacer hail not fared badly, but In hi absence Jfrom his Hartford home he had been sold and 1

resold not less than alx or eight time afur he Jhad passed out of theoontrolot the horse thief. 1
Apluoky woman, indeed, la another Nutmeg I

State lady, young Mr. Miles O. Parsons nt I
V Insted. Not long ago her mother. Mrs. Jullu &
E. Case of the River Ilflnd Farm, went to visit 1,friends In New York sue, and Mrs. Parsons, iwith her little daughter busie. were to "keep I
house" and watob out for things at River Bend I
Farm during her absence. She and Susie wereail alone In the cavernous old farmhouse, and onthe first night of their star there Mrs. Parsonwas awakened about 1 o'clock by a burgUr try-ing tu window and doors, iWhat happened thereafter t briefly related J
by a neighbor thoroughly familiar with the flttory of the nocturnal episode: ')" First she put out her light so that the burg- - J
Ure for there were more than one- - could not H
look Into tbe room, then she got up and hastily S
Lhrew..n ,Pr' of her apparel. Ily thla Urns flft" 'L'.'.'f daughter had awakened, and since ' '!

tho child was frightened half out of her wits,
her mother spent several minutes In pacifying
her. But she kept cool all the time. and. after a ' ,
time, persuaded the little girl tn keep still, tell- - (
Ing her that If she did so all n ould bo well.

"All this took time, and all the time. too. the V
men were trying to effect an entrance. Re-- 51
peatedlv the poor woman overheard them ay, 'iwith oaths, that they were bound to get In. LA

"There waa nothing In the shape of firearm N
In the house, but Mrs. Parsons, after rummaging a
all about her chamber and edfulnlng rooms, M
Anally laid her hands on a bunch of flrecrack- - aera that had been left 01 er from tbe children' IVrt.'!0" 5' he I'wurth. and In an Instant abright Idea flashed Into her mind. She found amatch, too, and a moment later had lighted thefirecracker bunch, which fitted and sputUred.
Then she dashed her window blinds suddenly
wide mien and filing her explosive projectile
V.'K1'. 1" th." ,lp8 ' the robbers.

Ftix! hang!" they wentofT.and"bangI flit!"again, and tho next moment, roughing andeplutterlng and swearing, the astounded and
discomfited burglars went oft too. They havenot come back either, and Mrs. Parsons closedher blinds, returned to her bed, and wa aoonsound asleep.

"Simetho vUltof the robbers, however, shehas bought a ery capable and haIt ready to hand at night In bcr bedroom." sj

Disarmed HIsm Hotttr With nt I
Whlptaah. I

rota la Sua rraneUeo CaS. S
i".Tufre.U1ul,,a.d,?eT,'ncB between staging U
ln.iVi1.Ber.,Z,r8yi.0' the Ute and now," eaid

llllaiu Miller, the owner of the state line runh iNro'-txador- o to Uklah.' r.rat hero .''on- - Bottnn n 1BS4 1
drifted about a bit, and Anally went Into theservice of Charle McLaughlin, the matt howas afterward killed by Cox. He was
i.?iw.'.?r of th tongest.stage line lu Callfornl .
at time. It ran with relays from Ban Josto Loe Angeles.
,.a!,"m,mbt oni'L '? on,llr co ran
",?"? n which It road wound, we bat

u?."n that was thrlillug for 1.moment. It was about 10 oTrlock and a niov- -

""..Y l " J"u PUtltT the horns f)through. The stage was full uf paLengers, and Vl
there was a heavy treasure box, IJust a; I got around a bend In the road I saw fa figure of a man on horaeback landing l in. Iaid of the road. .He yelled to stop, and I w Ia gun barrel gleam in Ihe moonlight. The B
,0l7,er,!.,tol,,1 t le4 that might - 1

breakneck, and I Ju.t made up my nut d a
to take the chance of getting through 1 ww 1
the gun raised, to the fellow's .houlder as fl
approached, I bad m) long whip in my hai u Iand, with a desperation born of lxnl of It e 9inomsnl. I made a Uious swipe at him.'I don't know how, It oc urred. but ths lahwound Itself around the gun, and a we dashedby th whip was drawn taut, and 1 knew It hodcaught, so held fast. I wa nearly pulled out f VStiet,bu. "s W,1 WM.drsnM.1 from uie JRhand and fell to, the ground. Alt' Vtame time it was discharged by the, stock It W,rattled along ihe road for quite tt distance be Tj
fore the whlplaah unwound Itself, 1 doo t M

lMWsWsMlitf.a .gMJattA. r. m


